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enjoy for a moment your witty conversation and society. What! The atmosphere does not meet with your approval, and, in order to have madame's society, you desire to disgust her with it herself, and deprive us of her?"
"Sire," answered Ninon, "I have not enough power or authority to render my intentions formidable, and my long regrets will be excused, I hope, since, if madame left Versailles, she would cause the same grief there that she has caused us,"
" One has one's detractors in every conceivable locality. If Madame de Maintenon has met with one at Versailles she would not be exempt from them anywhere else. At Paris, you would be without rampart or armour, I like to believe: but deign to grant me this preference, I can very well protect my friends. I think the town is ill-informed, and that Madame de Montespan has no interest in separating madame from, her children, who are also mine. You will greatly oblige me, mademoiselle, if you will adopt this opinion and publish it in your society, which is always select, though it is so
numerous."
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